
       
   

 

Communicative Musicality: 
Theory and Practice 

 
Saturday, 6 December 2008 – St Cecilia’s Hall, University of Edinburgh, Scotland 

 
This one-day meeting brings together international specialists in the fields of music and 
music therapy, evolution, brain science, psychology, linguistics, education and clinical 
psychology to debate the intrinsic ‘musical’ nature of human life in relationships and 
community. Speakers include authors in the book Communicative Musicality: Exploring 
the Basis of Human Companionship, edited by Stephen Malloch and Colwyn Trevarthen, 
published by Oxford University Press in October 2008. Copies of the book are available 
for purchase from the publisher during this event. 

The theory of communicative musicality specifies that gestures of voice and body express 
the controlled energy of moving and thinking, which is intrinsically expressive and 
rhythmic. ‘Musical narratives’ of gestures constitute the essential foundation for all human 
communication, even the most arbitrary and technically elaborated, as for parenting, 
celebrations of community, teaching, the creative arts, and for therapy to help disabled or 
emotionally distressed persons.  

Held with the collaboration of The Institute for Music in Human and Social Development 
(IMHSD), The Perception, Movement and Action Research Centre (PMARC), and The 
Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities (IASH) at the University of Edinburgh 
and with support from the Royal Society of Edinburgh, the British Psychological Society, 
NHS Glasgow, the IMHSD, and the University of Edinburgh’s HSS Knowledge Transfer. 
 

Please join us from 17.00-19.00 for an interactive musical  
evening at The Tun, Holyrood Road (EH8 8PJ). 

 
Dr. Gary Ansdell, Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy, 
London 
Dr. Gisèle Apter-Danon, Université Denis Diderot 
Paris, France 
Prof. Per Aage Brandt, Center for Cognition and 
Culture, Case Western Reserve University, USA 
Dr. Giovanni Buccino, Univ. of Parma, Italy  
Dr. Lori A. Custodero, Columbia University Teacher's 
College, NY 
Dr. W. Tecumseh Fitch, University of St Andrews, UK 
Dr. Maya Gratier, University of Paris X, Nanterre, 
Paris, France 
Prof. David N. Lee, Dept of Psychology and Perception-
Movement-Action Research Centre, Univ. of Edinburgh 
Dr. Stephen Malloch, MARCS Auditory Laboratories, 
University of Western Sydney 
Prof. Lynne Murray, Dept of Psychology, Univ. of 
Reading 
Prof. Peter Nelson, Dept of Music, Univ. of Edinburgh 
 

Prof. Nigel Osborne, Dept of Music, Univ. of Edinburgh 
Dr. Katie Overy, Dept of Music, Univ. of Edinburgh 
Dr. Mercédès Pavlicevic, Nordoff-Robbins Music 
Therapy, London 
Dr. Christine Puckering, Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children, Glasgow  
Jacqueline Robarts, Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy, 
London 
Dr. Helena Maria Rodrigues, Dept of Musical Sciences, 
New University of Lisbon, Portugal 
Dr. Jorge Salgado Correia, University of Aveiro, 
Portugal 
Dr. Benjamin Schögler, Perception-Movement-Action 
Research Centre (PMARC), Univ. of Edinburgh 
Prof. Daniel Stern, M.D., Cornell Univ. Medical School, 
N.Y and Univ. of Geneva 
Prof. Colwyn Trevarthen, Dept of Psychology, Univ. of 
Edinburgh 
Prof. Dr. Robert Turner, Max-Planck-Institute for 
Human Cognitive and Brain Sciences, Leipzig, Germany 



       
   

 

PROGRAMME 
 

8.30 Ð 9.00 REGISTRATION AND COFFEE 
9.00 Ð 10.45 Facilitator: Nigel Osborne 

9.00 Ð 9.15 Introduction  to Communicative Musicality  
9.00 Communicating the vitality and interests 

of life 
Stephen Malloch & Colwyn 
Trevarthen 

9.15 Ð 10.15 Evolutionary Origins & Psychobiology: Musical Moving, Sympathetic 
Participation, and Meaning  

9.15 Imaging musicality in the living brain Robert Turner 
9.30 Movement, tau and music Dave Lee & Ben Schšgler 
9.45 Neuroscience of emotion in musical 

sound 
Colwyn Trevarthen (with Jaak 
Panksepp) 

10.00 Music and how we became human: A 
view from cognitive semiotics 

Per Aage Brandt 

10.15 Ð 10.45 Discussion: Why Chronobiology of Music Matters and Affects Us  
Nigel Osborne 

10.45 Ð 11.15 COFFEE 
11.15 Ð 13.00 Facilitator: Jackie Robarts 

11.15 Ð 12.00 Infancy and Culture: How Conversational Attunement Leads to Rituals 
and  Narrations  

11.15 Loss of ÔmusicalityÕ in depressed 
mothersÕ speech affects infants 

Lynne Murray & Helen Marwick 

11.30 The musicality of belonging: Creation of 
meaning in motherÐinfant vocal play 

Maya Gratier & Gis•le Apter -
Danon 

11.45 The tones of playful voices sharing 
emotions: Scotland and Japan 

Niki Powers 

12.00 Ð 12.30 Healing with Music  
12.00 Collaborative musicing: Therapy to build 

community 
Mercedes Pavlicevic & Gary 
Ansdell 

12.15 Music for children in zones of conflict Nigel Osborne 
12.30 Ð 13.00 Discussion of Developmental and Clinical Applications   

     Ð with Dr. Christine Puckering, Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Glasgow 
13.00 Ð 14.00 LUNCH 
14.00 Ð 15.15 Facilitator: Stephen Malloch 

14.00 Ð 14.30 Education: Learning In Musical Dram a 
14.00 Intimacy and reciprocity in musical 

improvisation: Adult artists and young 
children 

Lori Custodero 

14.15 Celebrating joy in music: Theatre with 
infants and families 

Helena Maria Rodrigues 

14.30 Ð 14.45 Musical Art: Communicating Imagination With  Skill  
14.30 Cultivating musical narration in 

advanced performance 
Jorge Salgado Correia 

14.45 Ð 15.15 Open Discussion.  

15.15 Ð 16.30 Facilitator: Katie Overy, University of Edinburgh 
15.15 Ð 16.00 Commentators  

Dr. Tecumseh Fitch, Psychology, University of St Andrews 
Prof. Peter Nelson, Music, University of Edinburgh 
Prof. Dan Stern, University of Geneva 

16.00 Ð 16.30 Open Discussion and Summing Up: I Love Cheesecake  
Katie Overy, University of Edinburgh 

 


